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May 13, 1957 


Mr. ikmmanuel J. Uzoh, General fecretary 
Anti-Tribslism Moverent of Nigeria 
14 Iyagan Street 
Ebute-Metta 
Lagos, Niverla, Africa 
Dear Mr. Uzch: 

we are flattered at your request for affiliation 
in the efforts wien you Are palin, to overcone eaces- 
sive tribal spirit. We eas wcll usderstand lisv such a 
spirit might militete against the unity which your 
emerging country 30 badly needs 


Ioregret, however, that the terms of our charter 
do net permit us to affiliate witn oPyuanizeticns outside 
of the United States. We shell be glad, however, to 
hear from you from time te tine with fegard to the pro- 
gress on your movement. 


Sincerely yours, 


John A. Morsell 
Assistunt to tne 
JAM:erb Executive Secretary 
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J ANTL TRIBAL LSM MOVEMENT OF NIGERIA 


cy c/o kmmanuel J. uzoh, 
4 14, lyagan Street, 
Ebute—Mettae 
Lagos-nigeria, 
NeoAeAeCePe, 12th April,1957, 
20, West 40th Street, 
New York 18, 
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bear Sir,* 3 APR22% > 


Our main objective for writing is to ask for an 


affiliation to the national Association for the Advancement 
of the Cloured People. 


is it not clumsy that we, for whose freedom ana world 
recognition humanitarians ylike you ,have devoted 
Practise "tribe=bar"™ at home? Tribalism is like "Colour Bart 
in acts and effects. Hence 1 say "tribe-bar't 


Nigeria, by showing good examples, using words of month, and 
over the countrye 

Perhaps these will save our fraternity and the unity that we 

require if our people must Carry through their fight for the 


We believe Anti-Tribalism to be one good way of seeking 
Advancement of the Coloureds What do you think of that? 


Public opinion out here is on our side, but unfortunately 
we, the promoters, although determinate 9 


are young inexperienced 
i “and unequipped. Any help you can render in your name, morally 
! or otherwise,- will go a very long way, especially if the main 


aim of this letter (Lee. affiliation) is achieved without much 
delay. i : 


Please- reply at your earliest. convenience, 


“ 
e 


GENER augpe uiTARYe 
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Harlem Committee to Salute Dr. & Mrs. Xo G. Okojie 


Skylight Room — Hotel Theresa — 125th St. & Seventh Ave. m 


. OFFICE: 
2304 SEVENTH AVENUE 
AT 4-9118 


EUGENE BARNETT 
PROGRAM COMMITTEE 


FRANK JONES 
TREASURER 


CO-ORDINATORS 
S. PRISCILLA BYRD 
MILDRED BARNETT 


FRIENDS AND ADVISORS 
_— 


Mrs. RUTH BRYAN, DirREcTOR 
HARLEM SCHOOL OF NURSING 


Dr. MARGUERITE CARTWRIGHT 
Mrs. ALMA JOHN 


Dr. FREDERICK D. PATTERSON 
DIRECTOR. PHELPS-STOKES FUND 


Dr. C. B. POWELL, 
NEW YORK AMSTERDAM NEWS 


REVEREND JAMES ROBINSON 
CHURCH OF THE MASTER 
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AUGUST 18, 1957 - 3 P.M. 


MANSA-MUSA MALLE 
CHAIRMAN 


Dear Friend: 


wo 
THELMA LONDON 
SECRETARY 


Two brave and remarkable young people, 
Dr. and Urs, <to G, Okejie, founded a tiny hospital 
in an Lfrican wilderness seven years ago, They risked 
their lives to bring modern medicine to nearly 100,000 
people their people in Irrua, Benin Province, Nigeria, 


It is our great pleasure to invite 
you to attend a Salute in their honor which will be 
held on Sunday, angist 18th at 3:00 PM. in the 
Skyline Room of tho Hotel Theresa, 


There will be distinguished Grests a 
reprosentatives of civic as cell as intornati Onal 


orgnnizations, 


The highlight of the program will be 


an exovie presentation by the Nigorian Students Union 
of America of traditional s0ngs and dances in their 


honor, 


We sincerely hope that: you will . 
be able to attend this Salute to a noble son and 


daughter of Africa. 
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July 21, 1959 


Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe 

Premler of Eastern Nigeria 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
50th Street & Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 


Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 


On behalf of the delegates to our Golden Anniversary 
convention, the officers and members of our Association 
throughout the nation, and of the directors and national 
staff members, I wish to thank you for taking time from 
your busy American schedule to address the closing rally 
of the convention last Sunday in the Folo Grounds. 


The 20,000 persons who heard you were thrilled at 
the opportunity to see and hear a Great leader of the 
emerging continent of Africa. of course, there were in 
the audience some who had Known you, or had known of you 
during your stay in America years ago. ut the great 
majority, keenly interested in freedom for Africa that 


not its control. In this situation, the United States 
(which once left leadership in world matters to Great 
Britain) has had to recognize the importance of Africa. 
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Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, Premier of tastern Nigeria 


-2- July 21, 1959 


That recognition is roflected in the quickened interest 
of all American eltizons in your continent, and in the 
Special interest of Negro Americans, 


We thank you for your Kind estimate or the role of 
the NAACP in the on-going struggle to 6stablish a demo- 
cratic society in which racial discrimination and segre- 
&Sation shall have no place. You were Eenerous in your 
Polo Grounds speech in your Comments on our fifty years 
of activity. I an sure your words engendered a satis= 
faction in the delegates and in the friends present 


Please be assured, also, Sir, of the admiration and 
esteem we hold for you, the Premier of Bastern Nigeria, 


Respectfully yours, 


Roy Wilkins, nee 
Executive Secretary’ » "44. 


rw/emb 
vie messenger 
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OFFicers 


ZOWARD H. LITCHFIELD 
Charmes of the Bourd 


LUTHER GULICK 
President 


H. PHILIP MeTTGER 
Vice-President and Secretary 


RICHARD V. WoopRUFF 
Treaturer 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


RALPH J. BUNCHE 
TAYLOR CoLe 
JOHN J. CORSON 
LUTHER GULLICK 
EDWARD H, LITCHFIELD 
H. PHILIP METTGER 
OTTO L.. NELSON 
PETER H. ODEGARD 
JAMES K. POLLOCK 
ROGER H. WELLS 
_——_. 


EVRON M, KIRKPATRICK 


DUPONT 7-sp64 
July 5, 1960 
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Dr. John Morsell 

Assistant to the Executive Secretary 
NAACP 

20 West 40th Street 

New York 18, New York 


Dear Br. Morsell: 


May I express again our appreciation for your courtesy to Speaker 
Wachuku of Nigeria during his recent visit to New York. 


I mentioned the NAACP Rally to our sponsor in Los Angeles, the 
Los Angeles World Affairs Council, and they got in touch with 
the Chairman of the Rally Committee, Mr. Ike Adams. Mr. Adams 
was very cordial and promised to do all he could to make the 
Speaker welcomed. In accordance with instructions I received 
from the World Affairs Council, I wrote a letter to Mr. Adams 
explaining the circumstances. A copy of that letter is enclosed. 
I will remind the Speaker of your instructions to him that he 
call Mr. Roy Wilkins at the Biltmore Hotel after his arrival in 
Los Angeles. I will have Mr. Olds, the escort-officer who relieved 
Mr. Edmondson, call Mr. Adams. 


I trust that these arrangements all meet with your approval. 


Cordially, 


‘John R. Eldridge, Jee)” 


Program Officer 


JRE: nb 
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GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS INSTITUTE 
1726 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. 

DUpont 7-6964 


Biographical information concerning Mr. Jaja Anucha WACHUKU of Nigeria, a 
participant in the Foreign Leader Exchange Program of the Office of Cultural 
Exchange, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, U. S. Department of 
State, Washington, D. C. Program arranged by John R. Eldridge, Jr. 


ee ee 


FULL NAME: Jaja Anucha WACHUKU 


PERSONAL DATA: Born: 1918, Aba, Eastern Nigeria 
Citizenship: British Protected 
Address: 6 Milverton Avenue, P.0.Box 153, Aba 
£astero Nigeria 
Mr. Wachuku ig married, 


PRESENT POSITION: Speaker, Nigerian Federal House of Representatives 


ACADEMIC TRAINING: St. George's School, Nbawso, Eastern Nigeria 

Government (Secondary) School, Afikpo, Eastern Nigeria 

Government College (Secondary), Umuhia, Eastern 
Nigeria, 1931-1934 

Higher College (Technical Institute), Yaba, Lagos, 
Nigeria, 1935-1936 

New Africa University College, Ghana 

Trinity College, Dublin University, B.A., Legal 
Science, 1939; LL.B., 1943; M.A., 1947 


PAST POSITIONS: Practised in Irish Bar, 1944-1947 
Representative of Students of African descent, ireland 
at the Pan African Congress in Manchester, 1945 
Member, N.C.N.C. to London Constitutional Conference, 1947 
Founded the New Africa Party, 1945 
Member, from Aba, to Eastern House of Assembly, 1951, 1952 
Alternate delegate to London Constitutional Conference, 19: 
Elected to Federal House of Representatives on the United 
Nigerian Independence Party ticket, 1954 
Member, Finance Coamittee, Federal House 
Member, Electricity Corporation of Nigerian Board 
Chairman, N.C.N.C. Party, (National Council of Nigeria 
and Camerocona), Aba, Nigeria 
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P.O. Box 48, Nnewi 
Nigeria, W.A. 
November 24, 1960. 


Mr. Roy Wilkins, 


N.A.A.C.P., Hoyo 


wv 
20 West 4Oth Street Q cy 
New York 18, N.Y., ” cb7Z20) NOV28'69 
U.S.A, 
Dear Roy: -“~ 


Thank you for your kind letter to me and the enclosed copy of a letter you 
wrote to Mr. Eronini. I am grateful for the opinion you expressed there about me. 
, I enjoyed seeing you during the time I was in the U.N.o. “Our discussions 
reaffirmed my believe in the ultimate victory of truth in a world of man's 
inhumanity to man. Your stature has grown tremendously these days, and the 
ideals for which we stand is on the ascendaucy all over the world. 


I have already issued cheques to Hronini and Akwuiwu, and as soon at they 
sign the other papers and send to me, I shall mail them to you. 


His ™xcellercy, Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, Governer - General told me that he 
sent two invitations to the N.A.A.C.P. to come during his inauguration as the 
Governor - General. I expected you, but you failed to come. 


Roy, it is high time you plan to visit this Africa, particularly our 
Nigeria. It is a part of your unfinished job. 


Greetings to other friends.dt Ts: Meee - 


very /Sincerely, 


Dr. A.A. 
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July 12, 1961 
ALHAJI, THE HONORABLE SIR ABUBAKAR TAFAWA BALEWA, K.B.E,, M.P., 
PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 

Prime Minister Balewa was born in 1912 at the Village of Tafava Balewa in the 
Bauchi Emirate of the Northern Region of Nigeria. He isa member of the Gere 
tribe, and a devout Moslem. After receiving an education in the Bauchi schools, 
he spent five years at the Katsina Training College, where he Qualified as a 
teacher. While teaching at the Bauchi Middle School he continued to study 
Privately, and eventually took his Teacher's Senior Certificate, specializing in 
history. In 1945 he won a scholarship to the United Kingdon, where, after study- 
ing for one year at the University of London's Institute of Education, he obtained 
the Teacher 'g Proficiency Certificate, Upon his return to Nigeria, he became 
Headmaster of the Bauchi Middle School, and in 1949 was appointed Native Authority 
Education Officer in the Northern Region. 

Sir Abubakar entered public life in 1946, when he wag appointed a member of 
the Emir's Council at Bauchi. After the introduction of the 1947 Constitution, 
he became Bauchi Provincial member of the Northern House of Assembly, and the same 
year was elected to the Central Legislative Council in Lagos. In 1948 he was a 
member of the Nigerian delegation to the African Conference in London, and also 
attended the Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference ag Nigeria's sole representa- 
tive. In 1951 Sir Abubaker was @ member of the Nigerian delegation at the open- 
ing of the Festival of Britain, 

When the 1951 Nigerian Constitution came into effect, Sir Abubakar was 
elected the first member for Bauchi in the Northern House of Assembly, and wag 
re-elected to the House of Representatives in Legos. He became one of the 
original Central Ministers when in January 1952 he became Minister of Works in © 


the Central Government. After the central election of 1954, when the Federation 


of Nigeria 
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of Nigeria was formally established, he became Minister of Works and Transport. 
In that capacity he visited the United States and the Netherlands to study water 
control and inland navigation in connection with a project to make the Niger and 
Benue Rivers navigable waterways. During his visit to the United States he was 
made an honorary citizen of New Orleans, and upon his return to Nigeria he pub- 
lished a report on the Mississippi-Ohio River transport complex. In April 1955 
he relinquished the Works Ministry to devote full time to the Transport Ministry. 

Sir Abubakar became the first Prime Minister of the Federation of Nigeria 
on August 30, 1957. After the federal election of December 1959, he formed a 
coalition government comprising the Northern Peoples Congress (NPC) and the 
National Council for Nigeria and the Cameroons (NCNC). In addition to his duties 
as Prime Minister, Sir Abubakar also holds the portfolio of Foreign Affairs and 
Commonwealth Relations. 

The Prime Minister is married and has four children. His special interest 
is history. He received the Order of the British Empire in 1952 and was made a 
Commander of the British Empire in 1955. In the New Year's Honors List of 1960 


he was made a Knight Commander of the British Empire. 
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July 12, 1961 
ALHAJI, THE HONORABLE SHEHU SHAGARI . 
MINISTER OF ESTABLISHMENTS 

Minister Shehu Shagari was appointed Minister of Establishments in October 
1960 after serving as Minister of Economic Development and Research since December 
1959. 

A member of a prominent Fulani family, Minister Shehu Shagari was born in 
1924 at Shagari, Sokoto Province. After receiving his elementary schooling in 
Yabo and Sokoto, he attended Kaduna College and the Teacher Training School at 
Zaria. He taught in Sokoto and Argungu from 1945 to 1956. The Minister served 
as a parliamentary secretary to the Prime Minister after his election in 1954 
to the Federal House as a member of the Northern Peoples Congress (NPC) from 
Sokoto South West. 

Minister Shehu Shagari was a delegate to the 1960 and 1961 sessions of the 
Economic Commission for Africa at Tangier and Addis Ababa. 


He is married and has five children. 
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July 12, 1961 
THE HONORABLE T. 0. 8. BENSON 


MINISTER OF INFORMATION 

Minister Benson assumed his present office in Decenber 1959. He served as 
parliamentary whip for the National Council for Nigeria and the Cameroons (ewe) 
from 1957 to 1959 and ig currently that party's: third vice president. 

Minister Benson was born on July 23, 1917 near Lagos. After Studying at the 
Church Missionary Society Grammar School in Lagos, he attended University College 
‘in London and ae called to the ber from Lincoln's Inn in 1947, Upon his return 
to Nigeria he practiced law and gained a wide. reputation as "the underdog's 
lawyer", He was deputy mayor of Lagos in 1952 ana 1953 and has served on the 
Lagos Executive Board, The Minister visited the United States during July 1960 


to seek support for a national radio and television network. He also accompanied 


Prime Minister Balewa to the Prime Ministers’ Commonwealth conference at London 
in March 1961. 
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July 12, 1961 
THE HONORABLE JAJA WACHUKU 
MINISTER OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Minister Wachuku hes been Nigeria's Minister of Economic Development since 
October 1960. He is also chairman of the United Nations Conciliation Commission , 


for the Congo and headed Nigeria's delegation to the resumed session of the .15th 


UNGA.. 

Minister Wachuku was born in April 1918 at Aba in the Eastern Region. After 
completing his secondary schooling in the Gold Coast (now Ghana), he entered 
Trinity College in Dublin from which he was graduated in 1943. He was called to 
the bar in 1944 and practiced in Dublin while acquiring an M.A. in international. 
law. Upon his return to Nigeria he established himself as a barrister and was 
named NCNC legal adviser. 

, “In 1951 Minister Wachuku was elected to the Eastern House of Assembly from 
Aba, The following year he entered the Federal House of Representatives where he 
served as Deputy Leader of the NCNC » 88 Government Whip, and as chairman of the 
Parliamentary Party until 1953 when he founded the United National Independence 
Party (UNIP). He was reelected to the Federal House, where he served as deputy 
leader of the Opposition. Minister Wachuku rejoined the NCNC in 1957 and was 
elected to the Federal House in December 1959. He was chosen Speaker of the 
House by acclamation May 2, 1960. . 


Minister Wachuku is married and has four children. His favorite hobby is 


collecting and reading books. 
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THE HONORABLE M. T. MBU 
MINISTER OF STATE 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE ( NAVY) 

Minister Matthew Tawo Mou is Minister of State with responsibility for the 
Navy in the Ministry of Defense. He served as his country's first Commissioner te 
London and as the first Nigerian Liaison Officer in Washington. 

He was born November 20, 1927, in Ogoja, where he received his early educa- 
tion at St. Patrick's School. After studying at the British Tutoriel Institute in 
London and at the Metropolitan School of Law in St. Albans, he worked as a produte 
manager for John Holt & Co. from 1944 to 1952. He thereafter managed his own 
transport business and served as president of the Ogoja Native Authority from 1951 
to 1954, 

The Minister won a seat in the "Western Region House of Assembly in 1951 aa 
the National Council for Nigeria and the Cameroons (NCNC) candidate from Ogoja. 

In the same year he made a trip to London as a member of the Eastern Production 
Development Board, of which he became director in 1952. After his appointment 
as central Minister of Labor in 1954, Minister Mou played an active role in the 
solution of several labor problems. During part of 1955 he served as acting 
Federal Minister of Trade and Industry. He was assigned as Nigeria's first 
Commissioner to London where he served from 1955 to 1958. 

“Minister Mbu was elected to the Federal House from Ogoja West in the 
federal elections of 1959 and subsequently was appointed to his present position. 


Minister Mbu is married and has several children. 
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July 12, 1961 
SENATOR, THE HONORABLE DR. M. A. MAJEKODUNMI 
MINISTER OF STATE 
: MINISTRY OF DEFENSE (ARMY) 

Dr. Moses A. Majekodunmi is Minister of State with responsibility for the 
Army in the Ministry of Defense. A prominent gynecologist, he was appointed to 
the Semate in March 1960 and was chosen Minister of State for the Royal Nigerian 

: Military Forces that same month. He also serves as leader of government business 
in the Senate. 

Born August 17, 1916, Minister Majekodummi is the son of an Egba chief from 
Abeokuta im the Western Region. After attending St. Gregory's College in Lagos, 
he studied’ at Trinity College im Dublin. Minister Majekodunmi is a senior 
specialist im the Federal Medical Service and is om the staff of two Lagos 


hospitals. He was awarded a Coronation Medal in 1953. 
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July 12. 1961 
SENATOR, THE HONORABLE NUHU BAMALLI 
MINISTER OF STATE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Senator Nuhu Bamalli is a Minister of State in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Commonwealth Relations. He served in the Federal House of Representatives from 
1954 to 1959 and was appointed to the Federal Senate in January 1960. 

Born at Zaria in 1917, he received his primary education at Zaria and later 
attended the Katsina Teachers' Training College. He worked as chief translator 
in the Literature Bureau of the Education Department from 1939 to 1945; from 1945 
to 1954-he was with the Gaskiya Corporation in Varia, first as an assistant editor, 
then as cok eattor’s In 1959 he was administrative secretary for the Zaria Native 
Authority. He also served as principal organizing secretary for the Northern 
Peoples Congress (NPC) from 1954 5 1959. 

Minister Nuhu Bamalli was an adviser at the 1953 Nigerian constitutional talks 
in London. He came to the United States in October 1960 as a member of Nigeria's 
first UN delegation. He is treasurer of the Nigerian Council of World Affairs, 

& non-political group formed in October 1959 to promote an interest in world 
affairs. He has written a large number of pemphiets and has translated several 


books for the adult education program. The Minister, who is married, is a Moslem. 
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July 12, 1961 
DR. K. O. MBADIWE 
FERSONAL ADVISER TO THE PRIME MINISTER ON AFRICAN AFFAIRS 

Dr. K. 0. Mbadiwe, member of the National Executive of the National Council 
for Nigeria and the Cameroons (NCNC), was appointed Adviser to the Prime Minister 
on African Affairs in April 1961. 

He was born March 15, 1915 at Arondizuogu, Orlu Division, Eastern Nigeria. 
After attending local schools in Calabar, Arochuku and Lagos, he came to the 
United States in 1938. He attended Lincoln University (honorary LL.B., 1956), 
Columbia University (B.Sc.,1943), and New York University (M.A.,1945). 

Soon after his return to Nigeria in 1949, Dr. Mbadiwe became active in 
Eastern regional politics, and Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe eppointed him to the Ibo 
State Union Provisional Committee. Dr. Mbadiwe was also engaged in business; 
he became the director of several transportation and insurance companies and 
founded the Lagos Daily Telegraph. In 1951 he was elected both to the Eastern 
Regional House and to the Federal House. He Was appointed Federal Minister 
of Land and Natural Resources in March, 1954 and Federal Minister of Communi- 
cations and Aviation in January, 1955. In September, 1957, he was given the 
portfolios of Commerce and Industries. He resigned from the federal cabinet 
in August 1958 and shortly thereafter formed the Democratic Party of Nigeria 
and the Cameroons (DPNC), of which he was leader until 1960. 

Dr. Mbadiwe attended the Monrovia Conference in May 1961 and wes a delegate 
to the 1953 and 1957 Nigerian Constitutional conferences in London. 


Dr. Mbadiwe is married and has two children. 
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July 12, 1961 
MR. S. 0. WEY a 
SECRETARY TO THE PRIME NIBISTER 


Mr. 8. 0. Wey, who was appointed Permanent Secretary ig the Federgl Ministry 
of Defense in July 1960, bncane’ Secretary to the Prime Minister and Secretary to 
the. Cabinet in June 1961. He has attended the Imperial Defence College in the 
United Kingdom: and: vas at one tine principal Seivate secretary to the Prine” 


Minister. Mr. Wey attended the Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ Conference at 


London in Marck 1961. 
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NEWS FROM 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 


rrr 


20 WEST 40TH STREET NEW YORK 18, N. Y. BRYANT 93-1400 
ROY WILKINS HENRY LEE HOON 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 

FOR RELEASE: UPON RECBIPT July 31, 1961 


NIGERIAN PRIME MINISTER 
RECEIVES NAACP LEADERS 


NEW YORK. —The people of Nigeria have a continuing interest in the progress 
of the colored people in the United States, Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, Prime 
Minister of the Federation of Nigeria, told an NAACP delegation here today (Monday, 
July 31). 

In the NAACP group were Rethus B. Spingarn, president; Bishop Stephen Gill 
Spottswood, chairman, Board of Directors; Roy Wilkins, executive secretary; John A. 
Morsell, assistant to the executive secretary; and Henry Lee Moon, director of public 
relations. 

Joining the Prime Minister in the 35-minute conference in a luxurious Waldorf- 
Astoria Towers suite were Nigerian statesmen Ja Ja Wachuku, Foreign Minister; J.M. 
Odochi, Ambassador to the United States; and Muhammadu Ngileruma, Ambassador to the 
United Nations. All members of the party wore the colorful robes of their homeland. 
The conference was arranged through the U.S. Department of State at the request of 
the Nigerian leader. 

Mr. Wilkins explained the nature and scope of the NAACP program and goals as 
the Prime Minister and members of his party listened attentively. The NAACP leader 
traced briefly the 52-year struggle of the Association for the Negro's full 
constitutional rights in the United States. He told of the pride and interest of 
Negro Americans in the rapidly developing African nations. 

This interest in Africa, Mr. Spingarn pointed out, was originally stimulated 
by the NAACP through the sponsorship of a series of Pan-African Congresses in the 
early days of the Association. The NAACP president represented the Association at 


the Independence Day celebration of Nigeria last year. 


Prime Minister Balewa stressed the importance of spiritual values in human 
relations. If there is not understanding among peoples of the world, he said, there 


is little that high level conferences between statesmen can accomplish to achieve 
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Press Releases--July 31 2 


world peace. These spiritual values, he asserted, are universal among all religions 
including paganism. 

Bishop Spottswood, who flew into New York for the mesting from an AME Zion 
Church conference in Pittsburgh, agreed with Sir Abubakar, a Moslem, on the signifi- 
cance of spiritual values in human relations. There will come a time, he said, when 
there will be unity among all the religions. 


Indicating an appreciation of the progress made by American Negroes and of 


the difficulties remaining to be overcome, the Prime Minister expressed the opinion 
that the goals of the colored people in the United States can be achieved without 
resort to extremism. He said that he believed there was need for constant effort 
even though it may not be spectacular. 

Sir Abubakar recalled that on a previous visit to the United States he 
had been approached by some American Negroes about changing their racial name. He 
suggested that there was no need for a change in the racial designation. You are 
Americans, he said, and the problems which confront you will be worked out by you 
as Americans. | 

The soft-spoken Nigerian deprecated the existence of racial, color and 
religious hostilities anywhere in the world. Fortunately, he said, there has been 
very little racial animosity in Nigeria. This he attributed, in part, to the absence 
of a large white settler class. The people of all races, nationalities and religions 


mingle and commingle in Nigeria, he said. 
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TNR PPDRRATION OF NIGPRIA 


CapitalL Laros National Population: nee 
(est 


I. Characteristics of the Area 


-« 


The Federation of uigeria, wich became independent on 

October 1, 1960, is the most populous country in Africa. It 
is composed of the Western, Hastern and Horthern repions and 

4 the Federal Yerrivory of Lipoc. .ineria is located on the 
Veet coast of Lfriea untride tne Lhe peruiiel., bt is 
bounded on the south vy the uali of Guinea and on the land- 
ward sides by the sritish Onm:eroons unéar Un Trusteesnip, 
and tne nepublics of vesi@roun, Chea, sizer and Dayomey. 


a 


oy 


_In terms of climate, cltituce end vegetation, four main 
regions say be distin uished in Higeria: (1) the hot, humid 
coastal belt of wangrove swap fru. tea to sixty miles wide; 
(2) north of this, a zone fru. fifty to one hundred miles 
wide of tropical rain forest end ofl palm bush; (3) the high, 
relatively dry central rlatezau of cpen woodland and savennah 
covering the greater part of the vortnern Hegion; end (l) 
the extreme iorth, where seni-desert conditions exist. ‘he 
central plateeu rises in places tu between 6,990 nnd 7,900 
feet, but tere are no significant mountains. HWireriats two 
secsons, the dry anc the wet, sre well marked over ttost of 
the area. The horth's ery season comiences in Mecober and 
ends in April, and is usualiy made dusty by Sahara winds. 

In the Scuth this season runs fron vovamber to April, with 
little desert wind effect. Eainfall vari>s fron 159% inches 


per year on the coast to 25 ineres or less in the extrene 
North, ; 


: There are several navigable rivers, notably the Niger, 
the Benue, and tre Cross. ire country has no important lakes, 
but the extensive lagoos of the south coastal area play a 
major part in transportation and is txe econonic activity of 
the area. 


The i‘ederation ias u total creo of 373,250 square miles 
: (approximately eoual to tie sren oF Texas, Cklahoma, «nd 
Louisiana combinsa) and 2 vOpulation of about 38 wibhios, of 
widia 911 but 1.,°00 ere Africans. ‘The largest tribal groups 
are tne Tauss (17.5 percent) and @ulani (9.6 percent), found 
primarily ia tne worth, the Tasterr depion's Too tribe (16 
percent), und tie Yorubas (ih.4 percent) of the West. An 
imporcant political and sociel factor in the life of iligeria 
is the predominance of tohammedanisa esong the people of the 
Worthern Region, 


In the... 
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In the census of 1952-53 the area end population of the 
political sub-divisions were as follows: 


AR™A SQUART »IL™S POPULATICN CAPITAL 
Western Region 5,379 6,987,000 Ibedan 
a ° (pop.-59, 196) 
Eastern Region 29 4.8), 7,218,900 . Fnugu 
(pop.-62, 76.) 
Northern Regicn 281,762 16,810,900 Kaduna 
(pop.-38, 79) 
Lagos 2h 272,090 


II, Governuent Organization 


The federal aré vesivnal éovernvents of Vigeria are 
Organized along lines Leid down in bre 19°7 ijigeria Cons. 
titutional Sonference in bouton, under basic provisions 
established by the 19£h. Constitution Oy.er in Council. 
there is a parliauentary-type Goverment, witha an executive 
body chose fro. the iu..tronal lez;sislecure, an independent 
judiciary and a bicaneral legislature. Wigeria's federal 
systen gives considrrable power ts tne regional governaents; 
the Federal Government ig responsible for certain defined 
subjects, with the regional governments impovered with all 
others except those on a concurrent dist, upon which both 
federal and regional legislation is pyermissible. In the 
event of inconsistencies between federal and regional legis- 
lation, federal law prevails, 


The Federal Government formed after the December 1959 
federal elections is a coalition of the NPC, the Northern 
Rogion party, and the NCNC, whose power is based primarily 
in the Eastern Region. This is the Government under which 
Nigeria achieved independence on Gctober 1, 1960. The prin- 
cipal executive in Higeria is the Governor-General, who 
represents the British Crown end holds certain carefully pre- 
scribed reserve powers. He may reserve for the Gueen any 
legislation which he believes may be prejudicial to the 
correct performance of the Federal Covermient or which may 
jeopardize the preservation of the federal system in Nigeria. 
The Prime ilinister is appointed. by the Governor-General with 
the approval of the legislature. The remainder of the cabinet 
is composed of twenty-two ministers who have full responsibi- 
lity for matters within tieir portfolios. 


The Federal Parliament is co:sposed of « House of siepre- 
sentatives cna a Senate. he House of kepresentatives consists 
of 312 elected ne.bers--17) elected fron tie orthern Region, 
73 from the Eastern ite; ion, 62 fron the .estern Region and 
3 from Lagos. All cre Gireetly elected by universal adult 


suffrage,.. 


Coleg vg gegen spree s eaoh bem nena eee na ae ae TT TR TO : si 
REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


suffrage in the Nort»ern Region. Tach represents a consti- 
tuency of about 199,000, The Senate is made up of 12 members 
chosen from each of the regions, nominated by their regional 
governments subject to the vote of a majority of their respec- 


tive legisletures,  nestbers from Legos, and special members 
named by the Governor-General, 


Each region as its own executive council headed by a 
regional premier. In all three regions there are two-chamber 
legislatures consisting of a Mouse of Agsembly and House of 
Chiefs. The second ouse in tho reriony sorvay to raprosent 
the interests of the tracitional chiefe, who have played oa 
large part in the life of the country. 


The court of Licjerie. are independent of the other branches 
of government and range from the netive autriorities courts 
to the Federal Supreme Court. Ultimate appeal is to the Privy 
Suuneil. Tarrouchout “iost of the vorthern Region and in certain 
other areas the lowest court is called -: native authorities 
court or customary court, to indicsete that its findings are 
based vrinerily upon native custom rather than the Taglish 
Common Law, which is the basic legal systen in Nigeria. 


TII. Background Information 


The early history of Turopean exploration ané trade in 
the region now called “iperia parallels that of other 
colonies on the coast of ‘lest 4frica. The Portucuese arrived 
in 1472, then were supplanted and successively followed by 
the Dutch, the Danes, the Spaniards anc te Swedes. By the 
Treaty of Utrecht in 1712, the British secured « thirty year 
monopoly of the slave trade. It is estimated that more than 
half of the slaves exported from west Africa during the 
busiest year of the trade vere carried in British ships. 
Britain outlawed the trade by statute in 1807, after which 
it became British policy to quash the trade on the sea and in 
British protectorstes und esheres of influence in Africa. 


Following the Wapoleonic Wars, the British expanded 
their legitimate trade wit: the interior of Higeria. In 
1885 British cleins to a ssuere of influence in Nigeria 
received internetional recegrnition at the Conference in 
Berlin, and in the followin: year the noyel uwip;er Company 
wag ehisteered. The chorber was revolred in 1899, and in 
1999 the Coupeny's territory ceme under government control. 
It wae the Government's efforts to suppress slave trade as 
well ee the furtnerance of csmiercizl interests that con- 
solidated the Eritisi position in Wigeria. A series of cam- 
paicns ao: ainst slave-trecin: trib. chieftans had brought 
Lagos, the Ibaden region and the .oslem creas in the ilorth 


under.... 
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under British protection. Thes- «ne nais‘tboring regions 
were consolidated in 191) with the forcl inauguretion of 
the Colony and Protectorate of Higeria. The first and most 
famous Governor of a united Nigeria vas Sir Frederick 
Lugerd, who guided the country throug the World War period. 


A Negislative Council wits jurisdictisn over the Colony : 
and Southern Province of iigeria tas establised in 1923, 
but not until 1947 was there created « Legislative Council : 
with a majority of non-official African members legislating bs 
for the whole of Nigeria. <A new quasi-federal Constitution 
granting a larrcer measure of self-govermient to iigerians 
was broushi into effect in 1951. Amendments in 195) and 1957 
instituted a cowslete federal fori: of government and granted 
greatly enhanced responsibilities to the regional fovern- 
ments. The Constitutional Conference held in London in 


October 19£6 agreed thet Uireria would echieve independence 
on October 1, 196, 


Tne priv:ry political oruble..s f<eing bineria currently 
arise from the simple fact of the country's sovenent fron 
colonial status ty indayendence. Such 2 transition is 
fraugit wit. difficulties fur ¢ny rre:; in Wiceria the course 
is complicated by the extremely diverse geocraphy, climate, 

economic ec Xsracter, religions, cnd tribel makeup of the 
country. fasce factors reise proble.is of tribalism in 
politics, the power position of the federal sovermient 
versus the renions, the treinin; of local people to aditinis- 
ter the new country,, anc a host of other hurdles. Further, 
the government must cope with usual problems of education, 
health, and economic well-being for a people in transition 
from relative isolation to active participation in the 
modern world. 


The economy of Nigeria is built primarily around agri- 
gulture, forestry, and animal usbandry, wiich provide about 
/3 of Nigeria's national income and occupy about 72% of the 
population. Alt>ough the prosperity of the cvuuntry depends 
largely upon agricultural exports, the production of food 
crops for home consumption is a major factor of local agri- 
culture and gives the country a great measure of self- 
sufficiency so far as fsod recuirements are concerned. Among 
the mjor export crops are pslu kernels, palm oil, peanuts, 
and cocoa. Other important egricultural and forest products 
exported are cotton, ides am. sitins, and logs. Mineral pro- 
duction in lligeria includes iron, tin, and columbite ores, : 
petroleum, limestone anc coal. Tin anu cvolurbite and petro- 
leum are wajor exports. tiserian is mut industrialised as 
yet and sucn activites ure ually confined to ovimary extrection 
or processins of exvort croods. The overmrents of the rerions 
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are establisiins cement pleats iace textile wiles, :né orivate 
foreign investors cre gla:nin: obher iacustries. Incustriali- 
zation ig one sf tie ppinery eesaurte objectives of Hiperia 
and vil orous efforts wre beiny, wade to attract more foreign 
investuent to the county, 


k. The foreign treée of Wienpie igs besec upon the exporte- 

: tion of raw materials onc the icortation of consuner goods. 
The value of trae ‘as inereased srpeatly since vorld t-ar II; 

| total external trade rerched & 389 million in 195”. By for 
the erertest proportion of Wiperia's a: ereeate trade is with 
the british Com onwealth, princivally wit» the United Cingdon. 
The UK reported & 91.4. million wort’ of goods to Nigeria in 
1960, Japanese reports amount to & 27.8 million, -est German 
reports to & 12.1 million and Us reports to & 11.3 sillion. 
Total Niperian exports in 1969 were & 165 million, and imports 


ie 


were & 215 million. Leading Niserian oxports in 19£9 included: 


Ith i VaLUR 1959 EXPORTS 
Palm Products : J11l million 
Peanuts : C77 millicn 
Cocoa FLV? million 


Nigeria's major economic provlcas cre te cane as in 
Many other developins trsvicul .Pecs; thac it, the problems, 
actual and potential, vosed by cependence uvon reletively 
5 


few iterie for ite export eernin s. Si: nificant rocvuctions 
‘ in toe world merket price of pelit procucts, pesnuts, cocoa 


: 
| 
\ 


or tia ore could uring: serious accnosice «© 
Lhnerefore, agricultural diversity is a me 
Wigerian sconouie planners. 


ws 
trese to te urea. 
jor aim of 


It is the basic objertive of the Covernnent of the 
#@ederation of tireria to amelioretsa, as cuickly as is 
consistent with its rasources, the above economic, political, 
ane social problems, striving to assure better health, a 
higher standaré of living, and poltical stability under deno- 
cratic procedures for the peoples of Sigeria. 


United fitates policy toward iliferia is based on the 
maintenance of friendly relations with thet great country 
and cordial cooperation with its fovernnent in improving 
the well-being of its people. 


IV. Recent books on Nigeria are:: Land_and Feople in ilireris 
by K. i. Buchanan and J. a. Pug, University of London Press, 
Ltd. (1955) Warwick Squace, London, ®.C.u. and Nigeria: 
Background to ilationaliss by James S. Coleman, University of 
California Press, (195 
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Yrincipal Government Officials (FFI se 1) 


wovernor General: ur. imendi Aciliwe 
vrime iindvter and sinister of Moreien affairs and Common- 
wealth Pelstions: AlMeji Sir “dubsekar Tafawe Belews 
‘linister of Defense: Alneji tuhsveredu wibadu 
Minister of Finance: Chief lestus Chotie-"boh 
Winister of Transport and Aviation: Mr. Re A. Hjolm 
Minister of Vorls and Surveys: Alhaji imheraadu Inuwne Wada 
Minister of Lebor: ir. J. ii. Johnson ° 
Minister of Commerce ane Industry: dZanna Bukar Depe»arima 
Minister of “ducation: Mr. Aja MNwachulku 
Minister of Pensions: Alhaji Shehu Sharari 
{linister of Internal Affairs: Alnaji Usman Sarlki 
iWinister of tiines end Power: Waitama “ule 
Minister of Information: Mr. T. 0. 8. Benson 
Minister of Health: Alhaji Waziri Ibrsehim 
Minister of Communications: Mr. Olu Akinfosile 
Minister of Lazos affairs: ‘usa Yaradua 
Minister of Economic Developnont: Mr, Jaja Vachulm 
Attorney General and Minister of Justice: Dr. T, 0. Mlias 
Minister of Stete in the iinistry of Defense 
(Navy): tr. Mo T. bu 
Minister of Etate in the uinistry of uefense 
(Aray). Or. he an. ta jeloaanad 
Minister of stete in the vinistry of voreien sffairs ead 
Gowonucelty felations: br. ?. a, Tein 
Minister of State io the sinistry of soreigzn affairs and 
Commonweelt’: sel:tions: . Nuhu Banalli 
Ninister of ‘tate in the Prime -iinister!s Cflice: 
we ff. 2. 9. Glarewe ju 
Minister of State in the vrrine sinister's Office: 
Mr. J. C. Sbanda 
Minister of State (not of Cabinet ranit) in the Ministry 
of Finance: Chief H. Qno-Osarie 


Principal United Stetes Officials in Fiperia_ 
American Embassy, Lagos 

American Ambassador: Joseph Pelwer, 2nd 
Deputy Chief of iiission: Jos°ph Greene 
Counselor of Peonomic Affairs: George Dolgin 
Public affairs Sificer: Join B. vtoon 
Director, USOM: Joel M. Bernstein 

Consulate, Kaduna 


Consul: Clifford J. Guinlan. 
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Roy Wilkins, 
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SY WWA154 GOVT PD WUX THE WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON DC 20 1017A 
EDT , : ; 
ROY WILKINS, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

20 WEST 40 ST NYK 
THE PRESIDENT HOPES YOU CAN COME TO STAG LUNCHEON AT THE WHITE 
HOUSE ON TUESDAY JULY TWENTY - FIFTH AT ONE OCLOCK FOR PRIME 
MINISTER OF NIGERIA STOP PLEASE WIRE REPLY 

LETITIA BALDRIGE SOCIAL SECRETARY THE WHITE HOUSE. 
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July 28, 1961 


Dear Mr. Spingarn: 


The call on the Prime Minister of Nigeria, the 
Honorable Sir Abubakar Tafawa Belewa, by officers of the 
Association, is scheduled for: 


Monday, July 31st, 11 AM 
Waldorf Towers 
Suite 35A 


Other participants will be: Bishop Spottswood, 
Mr. Wilkins, Dr. Morsell and Mr. Moon. 


Very sincerely yours, 
Mabel D. Jackson, 
Secy. to Mr. Wilkins, 

Mr, Arthur B. Spingarn 

36 West 44 Street 

New York, N. Y. 


mdj 
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Telephoneg Mr, Spingarn and sent note 
at his request — attached, Also tele. 


had already left Washington with the 
Prine Minister and Party, but I left 
the information with Mr, Hunt, his 
associate, who will See that the infor- 
mation is Passed along today, 

Office of Protocol: Du 53-4448 


md jackson 7/28/61 
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FROM: James J. Larkin Associates 
Time & Life Building 
Rockefeller Center 
New York 20, New York 


SPEECH DELIVERED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES BY 

ALHAJI, THE HONORABLE SIR ABUBAKAR TAFAUWA BALEWA, K.B.E., M.P. 
PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26, 1961, 3:00 P.M. 

Mr. Speaker, I regard it a signal honour and privilege to be invited to address 
this world-famed gathering not only because United States of America is one of the 
leading nations of the world and one of the most powerful and advanced on earth today 
but also because I believe that those who have struggled and worked to achieve inde- 
pendence will share with you and the great country which you represent a special 
meaning of liberty, of freedom from outside control and opportunities for the fullfil- 
ment of one's national desires and cultural heritage. 

Sir, this is my third visit to your great country. ‘The first was in 1955 when 
I came to study river transport on the Mississippi. I was then my country's Minister 
of Transport. My last visit was last October when I came to witness the admission of 
my country into the United Nations Organization. 

It is with a special sense of affinity that I have the great pleasure’ of visiting 
your country on the invitation of President Kennedy. Our affinity with the United 
States is twofold. We share with ‘you a history of common struggle to achieve freedom 
from anything that is oppressive to the human spirit. We also shure with you a blood 
affinity with some twenty million of your citizens of African descent, Between our 
two countries there resides the largest concentration of peoples. with African blood. 

Therefore, my Government and the people of Nigeria watch with great interest the 

‘ 
galiant effort which your Government and Administration are making 'to remove those 
elements in your social institutions which have in the past caused us great anxiety. 
‘Ue in Nigeria do appreciate your difficulties in tackling this most delicate and 


complicated problem. We congratulate your Government for its courage in facing up to 


its responsibilities in this sphere and we can assure you that as long as your 
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Administration continues in its effort it will always have our sympathy and under- 
standing. 

My colleagues and I have been overwhelmed by the kindness which we have found 
on all sides and the hospitality with which we have been received since our arrival, 
We have been struck by the spirit of understanding we have found in discussing with 
those to whom the American people have entrusted the care and control of their 
national affairs and we are highly gratified that in this part of the world, far 
away from our own home, we have found friends willing to listen to our own point of 
view and to understand the purpose and impulses that underline our actions and our 
faults, 

No one who visits the United States of America will fail to notice the effects 
of a free society and of a democratic system of Government in which the rulers are 
the embodiments of the will of the people and where the activity of those who rule 
are reviewed frankly from time to time by the entire population. We admire the 
Anerican way of life and we respect the people of the United States for their love 
of freedon. 

Like you, we in Nigeria, cherish freedom and individual liberty. Our policy 
as has always been stated is one of friendship with all the nations of the world. 

We do not wish to identify ourselves as a matter of routine with the policies of any 
particular country or groups of countries, We will continue to base our attitude to 
the problems of the world on an unflinching respect for truth and the desire to find 
out and strive to support what is right. It is our determination in all our dealings 
within our own country and with the outside world that we uphold the dignity of man 
everywhere. We shall endeavour with every means at our command to make certain that 
in our own country the freedom which we have attained and which we so dearly cherish 
shall extend to all who are still under the domination of other people, 


We know full well from our own experience that the preparation of a people for 


i 
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freedom and nationhood in the modern world requires some effort and sense of purpose 
among those on whom the freedom is to be conferred. We realize also that some 
planning and training are always necessary for the establishment of a successful 
independent state. In many cases, the governing powers of these dependent territories 
have not accepted the principle of the right of self determination for these peoples. 
As a result, training and preparation are not forthcoming from them in the hope that 
the territories under them will remain in perpetual bondage. Nigeria is emphatically 
opposed to this attitude. Our own freedom can only have meaning to the extent we 
utilize our efforts and goodwill to achieve the same for all Africans. I am happy 
today to have the opportunity of expressing these views before the congress of a 
country which all through its history has had the high reputation of being the one 
leading nation of the world which has consistently been opposed to the domination of 
one country by another. In Nigeria today, we are engaged in the exciting task of 
nation building. Like many of our neighbours we are faced with the problems of 
raising the living standards for our peoples and of expanding our social services. 
Members of the Congress of the United States of America, I would like to say how 
very much we in Nigeria appreciate your assistance and the ready help we have 
received from the Government and people of the United States. An example of this is 
the assistance which you have recently given to enable us to have a gigantic pro- 
gramme of education based on the Ashby Commission Report, This educational 
programme foreshadowed by the Ashby Commission Report is only a part of the major 
five years development programme which my Government is now engaged in formulating. 
In this connection, the United States' Government showed its great interest by 
dispatching a team of four experts in economic planning to study how the plan is 
progressing. I am sure that your Government must have received by now the report 

of the four experts. 


Mr. Speaker, the Government and people of the United States have tremendous 
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responsibilities, Responsibilities not only to the citizens of their own country, 
but to the entire world, Nigeria looks at the international situation with increasing 
anxiety, Since World tlar II, the great powers have been trying to find ways by 
which the peace of the world could be preserved, For Many years now, the great nations 
have been holding series of conferences with a view to achieving everlasting peace 
for mankind, So far, Mr. Speaker, there has been no spectacular result, I think 
this is due largely to suspicion and distrust. I believe that such conferences by 
the great powers are useful and I also believe that exchange of ideas between the 
different people of the world is good. However, it is my view also that the most 
effective way of creating understanding and removing suspicion and distrust is by 
closer association of peoples at all levels, by exchange of ideas and by personal 
contact. The East must understand the West, not only at the high Government level 
but also the ordinary people from the East must be encouraged to visit the West and 
see how the people there live in their ordinary day to day life. The people of the 
West must also be encouraged to visit the East to see, feel and learn what life is 
like there, Sir, we in Nigeria think that the United States of America and other 
big nations could really preserve world peace without necessarily engaging in the 
traditional way of waging war. The dangers of war are so great today that all nations 
big or small must do everything they can to stop an armed conflict, 

Mr. Speaker, we in Nigeria have faith in the United Nations and it is our wish 
that the United Nations Organization should be greatly strengthened so as to make 
it impossible for any nation to ignore its authority. We think that the whole 
structure of the United Nations needs to be reexamined and the Security Council 
should be composed in such a way that the new Independent African countries can have 
an effective voice. We believe the United Nations Organization is the only one 
sure guarantee of preserving the sovereignty of all states that are weak, ‘The United 
States of America working in co-operation with the other nations has a very important 


part to play in bringing this about, 
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My presence in the United States of America today is a mark of genuine inter- 


national co-operation and friendship. We in Nigeria fully realize that in the 


modern world no nation can shut itself out from the rest of mankind and that mutual 


co-operation between nations for the preservation of peace and the development and 


progress of society is inevitable. While consolidating our long established 


friendships and making new ones we have not failed to make it apparent that for us 


our continent of Africa is a very special place, You will have heard of our recent 


efforts in Africa to come together and to examine ways by which all the various 

states in our continent can co-operate in a joint endeavour for the development of 
their resources, for the improvement of coumunications and a general movement towards 
closer association, [hen the representatives of twenty African countries met 


recently in Monrovia we tried to lay the foundations of what we thought would make 


for lasting association based on respect for each others feelings and understanding 


of each others point of view. We cannot under-estimate the tremendous difficulties 


and the enormous task before us in Africa. We are conscious of the trials and the 


complications which we must face before our dreams materialize, In furtherance of 
this knowledge and determination our experts are now meeting at Dakar in an air of 
friendship to put up concrets proposals for the establishment of an effective 
organization for the implementation of the resolutions of the Monrovia Conference. 
These proposals will be submitted to the resumed conference to be held in Lagos 
later this year, The Africans today are determined to foster greater co-operation 
among themselves so that while drawing on the advanced techniques and the skills 
from the other nations of the world they will on their own develop their own 
resources and their own culture in order to make their own contribution to the 
general progress of mankind. Gone are the days when Africa was viewed only through 


story book pictures as a remote and dark continent, Today, Africa is awake and alive 


to the problems of the world and the difficulties of modern Government, 
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Many African countries are now becoming independent and I hope Sir that the 


people of America should appreciate that many of those countries have been under 


colonial rule for over a hundred yearu therelore each ona of them attor eli bey bangs 
Independence should be given the chance to consolidate its new position because 
Independence brings with it much excitement; and the transfer of power from Colonial 
Regime to self rule is not always very easy because not all the colonial powers 

are of the same temperament. 

We are yearning for means to foster self sustained economic growth. We expect 
help from the enterprising people of the United States. We need every possible 
assistance because we think we share with you the American people, a faith in the 
destiny of mankind. Nigeria in particular and the African countries in general 
present tremendous opportunities and we earnestly hope that the great American nation 
will be alive to the importance of Africa in its making the fullest contribution to 
the peace and happiness of mankind. 

The spirit of freedom, Mr. Speaker, which was kindled in the hearts of the 
founders of your great nation and has impelled you to great feats in moments of 
national emergency as well as in your daily activities that same spirit has shown 
itself in Africa and we are determined that the flame of freedom once alight shall 
not go out again in our continent. 

Once more, I thank you Mr. Speaker, and members of the Congress of the United 
States of America for this great Opportunity to address you this afternoon, Our 


experience in your country will long be remembered, 


For information, contact: James Larkin Harold Hansen 
Hay-Adams Hotel, ME 8-2260 
Suite 100 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 
ee 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL 


OFFICIAL VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES OF 
ALHAJL, THE HONORABLE SIR ABUBAKAR TAFAWA BALEWA, K.B.E., M,P. 
PRIME MINISTER OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 


Call on The Prime Minister of Ni eria 
by Officials of the NAACP 
New York Cit 
Monday, July 31, 1901, 11:00 a.m. 


At 11:00 a.m. the following officials of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People will call on Prime Minister Balewa 
at his suite in the Waldorf-Astoria: 


Mr. Roy Wilkins 
Executive Secretary 


Dr, John Morsell 
Assistant to the Executive Secretary 


Mr. Henry Lee Moon 
Director of Public Relations 


Protocol 
July 27, 1961 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


New York Reception Center 
vA L242, £1 iy 
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the International Visitor Program of the U. S. Depavtment of 
D. C. Program arranged by Mr, David E. Baker. 
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GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS INSTITUTE 


1619 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036 - Telephone (202) 265-8300 
Biographical information on itr. Justice Kayode ES 


ESO of Nigeria, a participant in 
State, Washington, 


NAME: 


PRESENT POSITION: 


KNOWLEDGE OF ENGLISH: 
PERSONAL DATS: 
Born: 
Family: 


Address: 


Dietary Restrictions: 


ACADEWIC DACKGROUND: 


PAST POSITIONS: 


TRAVELS ABROAD: 


HOBBIES AND INTERESTS: 


PUBLICATIONS: 


OBJECTIVES OF UNITED STATES VISIT: 


: 
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Mr. Justice Kayode ESO 


Judge of Court of Appeal, Western State of 
Nigeria, Ibadan 


Excellent 


September 18, 1925 at Ilesha, Nigeria 
Married, 2 children 


Court of Appeal, Ibadan, Western State, 
Nigeria 


None 


Tlesha Grammar School (1940-44); Matriculation 
Exams (1945); Intermediate B.A. from London 
University (1945); University of Dublin (1949- 
1953) BAL, Lees eA. (1956) 


Barrister at Law (1954); Private Legal Practice 
(1954-1960); Law Reporter (1956-1960); Principal 
Crown Coursel (1952); Legal Draftsman (1953); 
Principal Legal Draftsman, Solicitor General 
(1964); Judge of the Iligh Court (1965). 


USA ~ Harvard International Seminar (1954), 
United Kingdom, Ireland, France, Switzerland, 
Italy, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Dahomey 


Reading, Gardening, Photography, Art, iiusic 
and Drama. 


Articles dealing with the Law 


1. To familiarlize himself with the American Judicial System as an example of 
application of the federal principle to the judicial process. iir. Justice Eso, 
who will be aiding in the development of a fedexal court system in the 12 states 
of Nigeria, is particularly interested in the Constitutional relationships be- 
tween municipal, state and federal courts. tle vants to know how appeals are 
handled as they move up through the courts through discussions with judges and 
lawyers and through courtroom observation. He has spent his career in criminal 
law, but is interested in all aspects of the lav. Other interests include obser- 
vation of juvenile courts, discussions with district attorneys and exposuxe to 
the methods for apprehension and pre-trial handling of criminals. 
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li. Justice Kayode ESO 


ECTT\ F_U VISIT (cont ed 


2. To learn about legal education in the United States. This would include 
visits to law schools, discussions with prominent professors of law concerning 
the methods of instruction and material covered, bikliographies, and pre-bar 
training. In addition, tir. Justice Eso would like to visit law firms and govern- 
ment agencies employing lavyers to discover how young Lawyers continue their le-~- 
gal education and growth in the profession after passing the bar. His desire is 


to learn how such programs can be adapted to a developing country's needs for 
an increasing number of lavyers. 


3. To get an objective picture of the civil vights movement in the United States, 
not only from the legal, but from an economic, political and social standpoint. 
Yr. Justice Eso wants to talk with prominent civil rights leaders who take a 
practical, non-polemical approach: to the civil rights problem and who could talk’ 
frankly with him. Ue would like to visit Negro vusinesses, and community develop- 
ment projects to see the progress that has occurred in this area. 

“. Besides these professional interests, Mir, Justice Eso would like to balance 
his program with sight-seeing, trips to the great national parks, attendance at 
cultural events and visits to galleries and museums. He would enjoy the oppor- 
tunity to visit modern assembly plants, farms, including mid-west wheat farms and 
large irrigation projects, and to talk with American families. 


